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Review 
Relationship of 5:21 to 5:22-6:9  
  . . . submitting to one another in the fear of God.  
   The word translated one another (allēlois) is part of our word parallel 
  (para = beside; allel = one another. Parallel lines are beside each other w/o intersection) 
Three sets of overlapping relationships 
 
Mutual submission is bi-directional  
 1A. Wives respect husband as head  1B. Husbands sacrificially loves wife  
 2A. Children honor & obey parents  2B. Parents train; not exasperate children  
 3A. Slaves serve from heart as to JC  3B. Masters forsake threat; consider bēma 
  Does submit equal obey? Does it mean something other than to obey?  
NEW EXPOSITION  
5:22-24 How Wives Are to Submit to their Husbands as Part of Mutual Submission  
     5:22 Wives are to be in submission to their husbands as [part of] submitting to the Lord  
 
 
 
 It commands submission to one’s husband as part of her submission to the Lord;  
 not a command to submit to one’s husband to the degree as she submits to the Lord  
  Note: God (not a husband) has recourse, for wives who reject this  
  Rather, the husband is to create an environment where she is comfortable submitting  
 
 
 
5:23 [Wives are submit to their husbands as part of submitting to the Lord] because the husband’s 
[role as] head [derives from] Christ being head of the Church & Savior of the body  
 Verse 23 explains verse 22, so it begins with For 
  Who created people? God.  
  Who instituted marriage? God.  
  Who sets the rules of marriage? God.  
  Who established the body (the universal Church)? The Father.  
  Who saved the body (from being dead by making it alive)? Christ.  
  Who is the head of the body? Christ.  
  Who sets the rules of the body? God  
 
 
 
 The basis for v 22 telling wives to submit to their own husbands as [part of submitting] to the 
 Lord is that He sets both marital rules (v 23a) & rules for the Church [because He created both]  
 
  Christ as the body’s Savior  The head saved the body by giving it life  
  Christ as head of the body  Thus, He is the head; we are the body  
  Husband as head of wife  Within the body He has appointed sub-heads  
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5:24 [In light of the husband being the head of the wife as (a feature of) Christ being the  
head and Savior of the body] a correspondence exists between the church being in  
submission to Christ and wives being in submission to their husbands in all things 
 
 
 
5:25-28 How Husbands Are to Submit to their Wives as Part of Mutual Submission (Part 1)  
     5:25 Husbands are to love their wives in the way Christ loved the church & gave Himself for her  
 Christ was in submission to our best interests when He went to the cross  
 
 
 The husband is to submit to the best interests of His wife, even if his death results  
 
 
 
5:26 [The purpose for Christ loving the church and giving Himself for her is] that He {by  
the word) might sanctify and cleanse her with a water-type-of-washing  
 Note that both verse 26 and verse 27 start with that. However, they are sequential.  
  Christ’s love for us motivated Him to die for us on the cross (25)  
      His purpose for dying for us is that He might cleans us now (26)  
          His purpose for cleansing us now is to prepare us as His bride (27)  
 
 
 
 The instrument of cleansing is the word, not water. It is a water-type of cleansing.  
 
 
 
 The word for word is rhēma. We should not sharply distinguish it from logos.  
 
 
 
 
5:27 [Christ’s purpose for sanctifying and cleansing the body with the word is] that He may  
present to Himself a glorious church—a holy and unblemished bride  
 Revisiting Ephesians 1:4 
 
 
 
 
5:28 [In light of how Christ, the head of the church (first) died for His bride that He might  
         (second) cleanse His bride in preparation for it being His holy and unblemished  
         bride] each husband (as head of his wife under Christ’s headship) ought to love his  
         own wife as he loves himself—indeed, loving one’s wife is a way of loving oneself 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 


